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Subject: COVERACE OF INTER1>IATI0NAL COfllUNISM 


Notes on the memorandum of 2^ 
AD/ORE to DCIr 


January 19^9 scid enclosures frow 


l»a*It is recognized that International Communism is THS domijN-^nt 
interest of CIA and all II. S. Government Intelligence Agencies and -hat 
whatever may be done effectively and efficiently to more ccnpletelj 
cover this field will be beneficial to our National Security* 

Hoivever^ we don * t T?ant the trees to obscure the forest or 
con^licated "agreements" to cut off or shackle good sources dr dunl. cat** 
good work already being done, i.e*, there should not be chaige mere y 
for the sake of change. Also, CIA should not tak~n Intema-oional’ 
Communism alone and start from scratch wherTTtate and FBI havte been 
concerned Tdth it for a long time already, 

1. b, I think the first phase of this problem is NOT to ascerti.in 

what coverage of the suljjfcvt shou.ld be given but rather -viiat coverage 
is already being given by the various agencies to this subject: and 
t^, secondly, by considering what should be covere^l^isllkthe 
existing gaps which CIA might be able to fill, ■ J 

The attached report gives me the impression of starting 
everything on this matter from scratch rather than building or. what we 
^w have and filling in and improving the existing situation irhich has 
developed gradually over many years, 

2. "Research" on Comnunisra nowadays (i.e,, historical b*,ck grots 
etc,) IS much less important than its current direction and aCtivitif*s 
against the U, S, and friends., how to counteract them, etc, Man''>- hav*^* 
written the history of Communism already. ¥e want to know its'currertt 
operations, where it is headed, when, if ever, it well arrive* -ymat 

we should do to counteract it. 

The SANACC I 4 .OI Series and especial ly the IISG 1? ^ries on 
Security have a lot to say~on this Object. 5ee" hSd’T!?, 

June 2b, I 9 I 4 . 8 , pp 6-21 for a brief history of Communism, 

3. Communism is primarily a political matter (it doesn't 
'overlap" politically ) witlsin State's field of "Dominant Interest", 
so far as its foreign states goes, CIA should not duplicate t3ie wori 
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that has been and is being done by State, 


On the other handj FBI should be the source on CoiBiainisra 
yd. thin the U, S, and it mast have most valuable and complete files >n 
this subject - probably gphxg be;/ond the Internal Security slant. 

Why doesn't KSCID No, 3 cover this subject? 

Why Iiasn't an agreement already been reached yrith OEi on t.ds, 
at the beginning of these studies rather than after OEE's pl^iing ^taff 
has spent a lot of time (June^ecember 19i4.8) on~3rawing up a plan? 

State has a monthly publication on So’/iet Affairs (formerl'» 
tyro every month) yrtiich has been oircclating for sore tisB, lu covers 
many phases of Communism throughout the yrorld. 


I should think that the Specialists on Communism in OIR anci 
ORE, assisted by FBI, could meet frequently and concentrate, by ycrling 
agreements, on different phases of CoiiiMinism to supplement (not replace 
or duplicate) each other's -rork on this subject j so that to gei-her tie 
total effort ydll provide very good if not "complete" coveragB - yjit iiout 
unwieldy "committees" imposed one on another ajmost ad infinii,im. 
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